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Urban  Council  Chambers, 

Chester-le-Street, 

October,  1940< 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester-le-Street 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health,  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your 
area  for  the  year  1939. 

The  Report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  takes  a restricted  form  as  instructed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STATtSTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

The  District  has  an  area  of  2,647  acres,  and  a population 
of  17,507. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1939  was  4,953. 

The  actual  product  of  a penny  rate  for  the  year  ending 
31st  of  March,  1939  was  £267-2-7,  and  for  the  same  period 
the  rateable  value  was  £73,350. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  as 

follows 

Terrace  Houses  ... 

...  2677 

Detached  Houses 

...  112 

Semi-detached  Houses  ... 

...  666 

Farm  Houses  and  cottages 

16 

Houses  and  Shops  combined  ... 

77 

Council  Houses  ... 

. . . 1405 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . , 

...  4953 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births : Legitimate  259  129  119 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  11  4 7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14.7 
Still  Buths  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 6 3 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  15.2 

Deaths  219  111  108 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14.2 
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DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

TPotal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births — Nil. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AOE. 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  96.1 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  92.3 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  18.2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


BIRTH  RATE. 

This  shows  a slight  decrease  from  last  year,  being 
14.7  compared  with  15.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1938. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period  was 

15.0. 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  death  rate  which  is  14.2  of  the  estimated  resident 
population,  shows  a slight  decrease  compared  with  the  year 
1938. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  25  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  with 
an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  96.1. 

As  m previous  reports,  it  is  again  strongly  recommended 
that  all  mothers  including  expectant  mothers,  should  avail 
themselves  fully  of  the  extensive  facilities  provided  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  etc. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS^ 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


94.0 

88.0 
101.0 

96.0 

63.0 

89.9 
82.4 

59.9 
81.2 

96.1 
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DEATHS  FROlVi  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  AND  OTHER 

PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  is  again  in  the  fortunate 
position  of  having  had  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  or 
other  Puerperal  Causes,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  desirable 
circumstances  will  be  maintained  notwithstanding  the 
exigencies  of  war. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 
DURING  THE  LAST  5 YEARS,  1935-1939. 


Year. 

1 Estimated 
Population. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1000 
live  births. 

1935 

16,820 

14.1 

11.4 

63.0 

1936 

16,950 

15.9 

11.1 

59.9 

1937 

17,000  1 

16.6 

12.5 

82.4 

1938 

17,080  1 

15.6 

14.3 

81.2 

1939  1 

1 

17,510 

. 

14.7 

14.2 

1 

96.1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1939. 


Causes 
[All  Causes  ... 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Cancer  

Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

G.P.I.,  Tabes,  etc. 

Nephritis  

Congenital  causes,  etc.  .., 

Senility  

Other  Violence 
Other  defined  causes 
Pneumonia 

•••  •••  ••• 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Suicide 

•••  ••• 

Syphilis  ....  


Males 

Females 

Total 

111 

108 

219 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

5 

6 

11 

15 

22 

37 

1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

9 

34 

31 

65 

7 

7 

14 

2 

2 

4 

o 

o 

0 

3 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

8 

4 

12 

9 

9 

18 

1 

2 

3 

6 

9 

8 

5 

9 

14 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 
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EXCESSIVE  MORTALITY. 

Heart  Disease,— There  has  been  some  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  Heart  Disease,  the  numbers  for  1938,^ 
being  76,  and  for  1939,  65,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  downward 
trend  will  continue. 

Cancer, — One  regards  with  some  concern  the  continued 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  notwith- 
standing the  extensive  research  which  is  being  carried  out.. 

It  is  still  contended  that  early  treatment  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  if  satisfactory  results  are  to  be  obtained,! 
particularly  those  involving  surgical  treatment. 


Birth  rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1939. 
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nURSinO  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  conditions  under  this  heading  are  much  the  same. 
Chester-Ie-Street  Nursing  Association  provides  two  Nurses  for 
general  district  work,  and  there  is  also  now  a Nurse  both  at 
Chester  Moor  and  Pelton  Fell  also  engaged  in  these  duties. 

(a)  InfeotioiiS  Diseases. — As  the  great  majority  of 
infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  tO'  the  Isolation  Hospital 
(which  is  situate  in  the  Urban  District)  no  special  arrange- 
ment for  this  purpose  is  in  operation. 

(b)  Midwives. — There  are  5 certified  midwives  practising’ 
in  the  Area.  These  are  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Inspector  of  Midwives  of  the  Durham  County  Council. 

The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidise  any 
■of  the  above  midwives. 

The  scheme  under  the  new  Midwifery  legislation  is 
expected  to  prove  of  the  greatest  value. 

^ . Any  scheme  which  will  tend  to  reduce  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  is  welcomed  and  encouraged  by  all  interested 
in  this  important  subject. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  FOR  THE  EXAMINATION 
OF  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

SPECIMENS. 

As  in  previous  years,  laboratory  facilities  for  the  examin- 
ation of  specimens  for  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis,  and  the 
Enteric  group  of  organisms  are  available  at  the  Durham 
University  College  of  Medicine,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Durham  County  Council. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  examinations  made 
in  1939:  — 


Disease. 

1 Positive. 

1 

1 Negative. 

Diphtheria 

1 

25  i 

59 

Tuberculosis 

* • • 

1 11 

1 48 

Enteric  Group  . . . 

0 1 

1 
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LECISLATiO^S  IH  FORCE. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws  are  in  force 
in  the  district : — 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  came  into  operation  on  July 
31st,  of  that  year  and  the  greatest  importance  in  that  new 
Act  consolidates  to  a considerable  extent  much  of  the  previous 
Public  Health  Legislation. 

Bye-Laws  as  tO'  Cleansing,  Nuisances,  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  Slaughter  Houses,  Offensive 
Trades,  Public  Bathing  and  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  were 
sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  12th  February,  1923.; 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II,  III,  IV  and  V adopted  15th 
March,  1926. 

The  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  July,  1927.  The  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  came  into  operation  in 
January,  1931,  and  the  Consolidated  Housing  Act,  1930,  came 
into  operation  during  August  of  that  year. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1933. — The 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  and  the  Housing  Act,  1935 
and  1936,  also  the  Housing  (Prevention  and  Abatement  of 
Overcrowding)  x^ct,  1935. 


The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  came  into  operation  July, 
1936.  The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1937,  and  The  Food 
and  Drugs  x\ct,  1938,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October,  1939. 


The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1939,  came  into 
operation  1st  April,  1939,  and  the  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  Regulations,  1939,  came  into  operation  on  October 
23rd,  1939. 


CEMERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  or  by  the  County  Council:  — 

(a)  Fever. — The  d 1 strict  is  included  for  the  purpose  of 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  in  that  under  the  Chester- 
le-Street  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
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(b)  Smallpox. — The  Smallpox  Hospital  situate  at  Black 
Fell,  Birtley,  is  no  longer  in  use,  and  provision  is  now  made 
at  Shincliffe  Smallpox  Hospital.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
there  have  been  no  cases  of  Smallpox  in  your  area  for  a number 
of  years. 

(c)  Tuberculosis. — Accommodation  for  men,  women  and 
also  children  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  provided  by 
Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  outside  the  area  under  the  Durham 
County  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Scheme.  In  some  instances, 
surgical  patients  receive  treatment  in  the  neighbouring 
Hospitals  and  Institutions. 

The  local  Dispensary  for  Tuberculosis  in  the  Urban  Area 
is  situate  in  Ropery  Lane,  Chester-le-Street. 

(d)  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid. — It  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  there  have  been  no  cases  of  Typhoid  or  of  Paratyphoid 
Fevers. 

A)  Children. — Accommodation  and  treatment  for  sick 
children  is  provided  by  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead, 
which  also  admits  many  cases  of  general  illness  among 
children  from  this  district. 

(f)  Orthopaedic. — Although  there  is  no  special  provision 
in  the  Urban  District,  for  this  purpose,  facilities  are  provided 
by  the  Hospitals  above  mentioned.  The  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  is  also  available  for  the 
treatment  of  patients  as  and  when  required. 

(g)  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear. — Treatment  for  diseases  of 
the  ear,  nose  and  throat  is  afforded  by  the  Newcastle  Royal 
Infirmary  and  the  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Rye  Hill 
in  the  same  city.  There  is  also  a special  department  for 
diseases  of  the  eye  available  in  the  former  hospital. 

(h)  Eye. — There  is  a special  department  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  for  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye. 

(i)  Maternity. — In  this  connection  two  hospitals  are- 
provided  by  the  Durham  County  Council.  One  of  these  is 
situate  at  Bishop  Auckland  and  the  other  at  Blackhill,  to  which 
cases  from  this  district  may  be  admitted.  It  is  understood 
that  pati^ents  pay  part  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance, 
according  to  their  financial  circumstances.  The  Princess 
Mary  Maternity  Hospital  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  accepts- 
both  paying  and  non-paying  patients. 
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(j)  Maternal  Mortality,  Etc. — The  following  facilities, 
are  afforded  by  the  Durham  County  Authority  to  Medical 
Practitioners  in  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal 
Sepsis,  and  the  Practitioners  of  the  area  have  from  time  tOv 
time  availed  themselves  of  this  service. 

(1)  To  have  a second  opinion  on  the  case  ; 

(2)  To  have  a bacteriological  examination  of  the 

(a)  lochia  ; (b)  blood  ; 

(3)  That  the  patient  may  be  admitted  to  hospital ; 

(4)  That  a trained  nurse  be  provided. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1939,  came  intO" 
operation  on  the  1st  of  April,  1939. 

Health  Visitors’  Reports. — There  were  17  reports  received- 
from  Health  Visitors,  chiefly  relating  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 
These  also,  however  refer  to  sanitary  defects,  overcrowding, 
change  of  address,  and  disinfection  of  infected  premises,  and 
have  proved  helpful  to  the  department. 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND 
HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 

No  special  Institutions  exist  for  these  cases,  but,  at 
present  the  Chester-le-Street  Board  of  Guardians  admits  them 
to  its  institutional  Hospital  and  Cottage  Homes,  Chester-le- 
Street,  and  the  older  children  are  accommodated  at  the 
Cottage  Homes,  Medomsley. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  the  Chester-le-Street 
Joint  Hospital  Board  maintains  motor  ambulances. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  which  have  to  be  removed  to 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  under 
the  Durham  County  Council  Scheme,  are  removed  by  arrange- 
ment between  the  Urban  District  Council  and  a private 
ambulance  service. 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are  dealt  with  by 
the  motor  ambulance  provided  by  the  Chester-le-Street  and' 
District  Ambulance  Committee. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 
Centre. 

Mains  House, 

West  Lane, 
Chester-le-Street. 

Wed.,  9-30  to  11  a.m.,  & 
1-30  to  3-30  p.m.  ; and 
alternate  Tuesday  morn- 
ings (Ante-natal  Clinic) 
from  9-30  a.m.  to  11,  and 
1-30  to  3-30. 

School,  Dental, 
Eye  & General 
Clinic. 

Hexham  Villa, 
Birtley, 

By  Appointment. 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary. 

Ropery  Lane, 
Chester-le-Street. 

Monday,  9-30  a.m.,  for 
men.  Thursday,  9-30 
a.m.,  for  Women  and 
Children. 

Venereal 

Diseases, 

Royal  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-on- 

Tyne. 

Men  are  attended  Mon- 
day, 5-30  p.m.,  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday  at 
8-30  a.m.,  & Wednesday 
and  Friday  at  8-30  p.m. 

1 

' 

1 

1 

Women  and  Children  are 
seen  on  Monday  at  8-30 
a.m.  and  3-30  p.m.  ; on 
Wednesday  and  Friday 
at  8-30  p.m.  ; and  on 
Thursday  at  5-30  p.m. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Note. — As  there  has  not  been  any  special  matter  of  out- 
standing importance  relative  to  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  area,  a morte  complete  report  will  be  made,  vide, 
Circular  2067  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  July  19th,  1940, 
if  and  when  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  lU  THE  SANITARY 
INSPEGTOR’S  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


1. — Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of  Number  of  Number  of 

Informal  Formal  Nuisances 
written  Notices  by  abated 

Notices  by  order  of  after 

inspector,  Authority.  Notice. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools:  — 
Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding 
Lodging-houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds  ... 

Bakehouses 
Slaughter-houses  ... 

Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manur 
Waterclosets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 
House  Drainage:  — 

Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection  from  Sewei 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 


Pigsties 
Animals  Improperly 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 
Pollution  of  streams 
Shops 
Rats 

Storage  of  food 
Totals 


Kept 


1 


5 


4 


19 


13 


2 

4 

9 

2 

119 


2.~WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

Samples  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 
Surrenders  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  found  Adulterated 


20 

1 

5 

32 

7 

19 


13 


2 

4 

2 

2 
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3.— PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  — 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  78 

Including  32  cases  of  Slum  Clearance  disinfestation. 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease  ...  ...  36 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or  things  — 

Convictions  for  do.  do.  do.  — 


14 


4. — GENERAL  (Housing)  Etc. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  durijig  year  ...  ...  177 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  year  ...  ...  177 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  ...  ...  — 

do.  converted  into  Water-closets  ...  ...  — 

Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  ...  ...  6448 

(Including  177  additional  W.C.s  as  a result  of  new  houses.) 

Ash-closets  in  District  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  828 

(137  removed  under  Slum  Clearance  activities.) 

Ash-pit  privies  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


GEORGE  C.  BANKS,  Sanitary  and  Housing  inspector. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1939 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

C.S.  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— — 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

n 

— 

Diphtheria 

36 

36 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

Pneumonia 

19 

— 

7 

Erysipelas  

12 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

WhoopinjEj  Coutjh 

5 

' — 

— 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  became  notifiable  under  the  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  Regulations  1939,  being  Provisional  Regulations,  dated 
October  23rd,  1939. 


Age  Distribution  of  Cases. 


Age  Group. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Pneumonia 

w 

0) 

a 

>> 

u 

m 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

C.S. 

Meningitis 

Whooping 

Cough 

Under  1 year 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 year 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

1 

2 years 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 „ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 „ 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 — 9 years  

7 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10—14,,  

1 

17 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—19  „ 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

20—34  „ 

1 

11 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35—44  „ 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

45—64  „ 

0 

0 

0 

8 

3 

0 

0 

0 

65  yrs.  & over 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

15 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Cases. 


Disease.  Jan.  Feb, 

Scarlet  Fever  1 0 

Diphtheria  1 0 

Pneumonia  ■<  0 

Erysipelas  6 1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  0 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 0 

C.S.  Meningitis  0 0 

Whooping  Cough  0 0 


Mar.  April  May  June  Ju 

0 13  11 

5 10  3 6 

3 15  11 

0 2 2 0 0 

0 0 0 0 1 

0 10  10 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 


Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec 
3 0 2 0 1 

3 3 5 4 4 

2 0 0 0 2 

on  0 0 1 

1 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 4 1 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES 

Vision 

Un-impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Blindness 

(Total) 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home  jin  Hospital 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — Only  2 cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  was  reported,  and  a favourable  result  was 
achieved. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Amendment  Regulations,  1937,  this  disease  is  now  notihable 
direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  thereupon 
arranges  suitable  treatment. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

(All  Forms). 

Notifications  and  Deaths  in  the  Urban  Area  during 
THE  Years:  1935,  1936,  1937,  1938,  1939. 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

1935 

26 

10 

1936 

34 

13 

1937 

31 

14 

1938 

22 

11 

1939 

21 

8 

le 

New  Cases  and  A^ortality  during  the  year  1939. 


1 New  Cases. 

I 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods 

1 Respiratory 

N' oo-Respiratory 

J 

Respiratory  |Non-Respiratory 

1 M. 

F. 

t 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  I yr. 

1 

i 

t 

... 

^ . . 

... 

... 

1—5 

1 

... 

• • • 

3 

... 

5—15  ... 

1 

• . . 

2 

... 

... 

15—25  ... 

2 

1 

• • * 

0 

1 

... 

25—35  ... 

2 

1 

. « 

... 

2 

3 

« • • 

35—45  ... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

45—55  ... 

1 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

55—65  ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

65  and  over 

... 

. • . 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

Totals 

9 

* 

1 

6 

3 i 
! 

3 

5 1 

— 

Although  one  would  much  prefer  to  be  in  the  happy 
position  to  report  a decrease  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis, 
it  IS,  at  least,  a matter  for  some  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
state  that  there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
Tubercular  cases  notified. 

As,  however,  this  is  regarded  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
as  an  interim  report,  it  is  not  intended,  at  this  juncture,  to^ 
attempt  to  elaborate  on  this  subject,  but  this  opportunity  is. 
again  taken  to  stress  the  importance  of  early  diagnosis,  and 
to  emphasise  the  value  of  X-ray  examination  of  all  suspected 
cases  of  this  disease. 

A limited  number  of  cases  are  suitable  for  some  form  of 
Collapse  Therapy  i.e.,  artificial  pneumothorax.  Thoraco- 
plasty, and  further  channels  are  being  explored  with  regard 
to  certain  other  forms  of  surgical  treatment. 

In  conclusion  one  may  usefully  reiterate  the  immense 
importance  of  close  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical 
Department  and  Ahedical  Practitioners  so  as  to  ensure,  as  far 
as  IS  reasonably  possible  the  early  detection  of  the  disease. 

Moreover,  there  has  been  no  necessity  to  take  any  action 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regul- 
^tion  of  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  xAct, 

In  concluding  this  report  I wish  to  thank  the  general 
practitioners  in  this  Urban  Area  for  their  continued  co-oper- 
ation at  all  times,  and  I am  also  desirious  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Council,  and  its  Officers  for  their  kindness  and 
assistance  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 
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